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A four-hundred-year-long relationship between Russia and Chechnya is marked by the wars of resistance to Russia's advance into the Chechen territory. The independence of Chechnya was declared in 1991. The current Russia's war in Chechnya has already been going on for the seventh year. 

The election to the Chechen Parliament organised by the Russian authorities in the end of November 2005, was absolutely undemocratic and rigged. How one can talk about the law when 100,000 of Russian troops are deployed in the Chechen territory of 20,000 sq. km, when the real power is granted to the puppet authorities, which have imposed the state of fear, distrust, robbery, violence and killing.

International organisations are ignoring the legal and historic cause of the Russian war in Chechnya and thus indirectly sanctioning the annihilation of the Chechen nation. We think that it is bringing nations into conflict, destroying the European civilisation and posing the real threat for everybody. There is only one way out – the demand on Russia to adhere to the accepted international legal norms.

Article 1 of the UN International covenant on Civil and Political Rights (16 December 1966) declares: Article 1: “All peoples have the right of self-determination. By virtue of that right they freely determine their political status and freely pursue their economic, social and cultural development.”

Article 50 of the Pact states: Article 50: “The provisions of the present Covenant shall extend to all parts of federal States without any limitations or exceptions.”
There is an alternative: either law and justice, or violence and blood. We are inviting you to adopt a comprehensive approach towards the Chechen problem, to consider it urgently and to affirm that the law is superior to the selfish actions of individual politicians or partial solutions destroying the human kindness, the mission of international organisations and the honour of each of us.
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